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I AM SITTING IN A ROOM  (1970)

17

ALVIN LUCIER



I am sitting in a room different from the one you are in now. I am recording 

the sound of my speaking voice and I am going to play it back into the room 

again and again until the resonant frequencies of the room reinforce 

themselves so that any semblance of my speech, with perhaps the exception 

of rhythm, is destroyed. What you will hear, then, are the natural resonant 

frequencies of the room articulated by speech. I regard this activity not so 

much as a demonstration of a physical fact, but more as a way to smooth out 

any irregularities my speech might have.
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Hanna Hartman



The Art of Noise 
Luigi Russolo







Cage’s Mixes (1960s)



Rozart Mix (1965)





Working from Silence

the blank canvas approach; adding short sounds and shaping them


Changing Envelopes

attack and sustain and release


Working with Loops

shrinking and growing, quiet to loud, rising and falling, etc.


Layering Blocks

using mix-paste to create layers

Some Composition 1 Strategies


